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I. Introduction 
I had the privilege to work with 
several researchers and lab 
technicians at the Forage and 
Range Research Lab, which is part 
of the United States Department 
of Agriculture. The work I did 
primarily dealt with the 
molecular genetics of grasses, 
particularly those of the Poa 
genus. 
Most of the work I performed revolved 
around studying the genetic evolution of 
Poa pratensis.  My job consisted of 
perfor i g DNA extractio s, PCR’s, gel 
electrophoresis, and preparing samples 
for SSR testing. 
Overall Experience 
Overall, my experience was a very 
positive one.  I gained a greater 
understanding and appreciation for 
laboratory work and the scientific 
method in general. I learned how 
important it is to take careful notes and 
to document everything you do.  
I had the opportunity to learn many 
different laboratory techniques and 
how to apply them in a meaningful way. 
I am definitely more prepared for my 
scientific career after doing this 





Above is an example of some raw data that I would analyze using computer software to turn into usable 
data. 
Above is a picture of me preparing samples in order to 
perform flow cytometry, a technique we used to 
determine the ploidy of a sample 
Machine I used to clean seeds. 
Above is a picture of me preparing samples in order to 
perform a gel electrophoresis 
